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BUT A WILDFIRE 
CONSUMED THE 
BATTLEFIELD. 
RAGNAR’S MEN 
WERE WIPED 
OUT, AND THE 
PRINCE WAS 
LOST IN THE 
CHAOS. 
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FOUR 
HUNDRED OF 
RAGNAR’S MEN 
CLASHED WITH 
THORKELL’S 
FORCE IN THE 
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IN AN ATTEMPT 
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HIGHNESS. 
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OH 
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COWARD, AWAY. 
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HAVE RAISED 
HIM UP AND 
PROCLAIMED 
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CAN YOU IMAGINE 
WHAT THEY'LL DO IF 
THEY GO HUNGRY?! 
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WATER 
THAT 
MAKES A 
FISH. 
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PRAYING FOR 
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CONTINGENTS 
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AT THIS TIME 
OF YEAR. 
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THE SNOW 
TRAPS 
THEM? 
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GREAT AND 
HEROIC 
CAPTAIN 
THORKELL... 
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ARE, ERR... 
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WE'LL NEED 
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FOR THE 
BAND. 
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DON'T 
TURN YOUR 
HEAD; JUST 

FOLLOW 
WITH YOUR 
EYES. 
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WINDOW OF 
ESCAPE. 
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My second son was born in 2008, Ihe eldest\is already two years 

old. Pre йш he ll be able iy manga. 190... What Ш 07 
rankly, this manga (085 not contain material that is suitable for 
children, what withthe wanton murder and all. Вос despite that, | 

be happy if he read it want him to read it before he grows up. Even 
the smartest of children must learn something from those who са 
before, something they would never have ши on their own. 
Will.do my damnedestxto draw what о ШІ: in this manga. Will 
you read it^. |t 5 actually rather entertaining. ohould slip in more 


jokes? What do yousthink, my sons? 
MAKOTO 
UKIMURA 


Translation Notes 


Witenagemot, page 14 


THERE’S 


ТЕА აი = д meeting of noblemen held in Anglo-Saxon culture meant 


SOON IN to advise the king on various matters. In some ways a 
WESSEX. N 5 — 


Witenagemot was similar to Parliament or the Althing of 
Iceland, but unlike the latter it was only called in service of the 
monarchy. In some cases, Witenagemots were summoned to 
assist in managing the kingdom during interregnum. 


Jelling ‚ page 68 


A village in Denmark that was once a significant seat for the Danish monarchy. It 
is most renowned today for the “Jelling stones,” monuments erected in the 10th 
century by King Harald to mark his conquest of Denmark and Norway and the 
Christianization of his realm. 


THE 
COURTIERS 
AT JELLING 

ARE 

FORMING 

TWO 

COMPETING 


FACTIONS... 


.. TO 
DETERMINE 
WHO SHALL 

BE THE 
FUTURE 
KING... 


Jarl, page 217 | : => INN NY (7 


A nobleman of medieval Scandinavia. 


The word jarl is the basis for the English THORS BLOODLINE. 
“earl,” and by most accounts, jarls were „დ... 

1 і і THROUGH 
lords of their own regions, answering only | үү SWORD 


to the king himself. ARM. 


Battle of Hjörungavägr, page 319 


-1 A naval battle estimated to 
OUR LAST Ñ 
BATTLE WAS АТ have taken place around 986 


HJORUNGAVAGR A 
IN NORWAY. A.D. between the Jomsvikings, 


WE WERE 
VANQUISHED. / | acting on the behalf of King 

| Harald of Denmark, and Haakon 
Sigurdsson of Norway. Until 
that point, Norway had been 

a vassal kingdom of Denmark, 
but Harald's conversion to 
Christianity and subsequent 
attempts to instate it through- 
out Scandinavia rankled the 
Norsemen. When Denmark 
struggled with the Holy Roman 
Empire to the south, Norway 
took the opportunity to re- 
nounce its allegiance to Harald. 
In retaliation, he sent the 


Jomsvikings to invade Norway, 
but they were defeated by 
Haakon at Hjórungavágr, off the 
coast of Norway. 


Hnefatafl, page 355 


A popular Viking Age board game played in Scandinavia. The suffix -tafl means 
“board.” This board was attached to a variety of games originating in the region. 
Hnefatafl was a particularly popular game in which one side plays the forces of the 
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king, who must move from the center of the board to the corners to escape. The 
other side plays the siege forces, who must capture the king. Although no concrete 
rules remain on record, hnefatafl is mentioned in several Viking sagas. 


Freya, page 360 
The Norse goddess of fertility, love, beauty and war. Freya rules over Fölkvangr, 


a field in the afterlife that is the destination of those deceased who do not reach 
Valhalla. 


HAH! IF 
HE’S THOR, 
WHAT DOES 
THAT MAKE 


II 5 
PERFECT! 


Battle of Maldon, page 369 


A battle between England and the invading Viking force in 991 A.D. Earl 
Byrhtnoth led a small force of Anglo-Saxons against the invaders and was routed. 
This defeat for the English led to the practice of Danegeld, a tribute paid in ap- 
peasement to the Danish invaders. 


Shiger Ч Mizuki, page 434 


A manga artist, creator of the beloved Gegege no Kitaro 

series detailing a variety of yókai, traditional Japanese mon- 
sters and spirits. Mizuki's artistic style is distinguished by its 
distinctive long faces and profile-view mouths, as well as his & 
ability to combine the ghoulish with the cartoonish. = 


439 


For Our Farewell Is Near Part 3 
By Makoto Yukimura 


Introduction 


At the end of the Edo Period, the arrival of the “black ships” from 


abroad spelled the end of 260 years of isolation enforced by the shogunate. 


In response to the shogunate’s desire to open the country’s borders, 
disgruntled regional forces loyal to the emperor, such as the Choshu 
Domain, planned a rebellion. The imperial loyalists massed in Kyoto, 
where the emperor lived, growing increasingly bold until the city became, 
in effect, a lawless area. In an effort to restore order, the shogunate 
recruited ronin (masterless samurai) in Edo (Tokyo) and sent them to 
Kyoto. 


Among these men were Kondo Isami and Okita Soji, students at 
the Shieikan dojo in Tama. Upon reaching Kyoto, they formed the 
“Shinsengumi” under the orders of the daimyo of Aizu Domain, who had 
been charged with keeping the peace in the city. But, unable to reverse 
the tide of history, the shogunate lost power, and the Shinsengumi were 
defeated at the Battle of Toba-Fushimi. In 1868, Kondo and Okita had 
fled to Edo. Okita’s body was already wracked with tuberculosis at this 
time. 


To read Part 1 and 2 of the story, see Vinland Saga Book One and 
Book Two. 
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| 1 | 
| HE 
IN) CERTAINLY 
LZ Ч | LOOKS LIKE 
A KILLER. | 
| 
BUT ОМСЕ | 
A KILLER'S 
REDUCED | 1 
TO THIS, 
HE'S 
NOTHING. 


KONDO 
THE 
DEMON, 
OF THE 
SHINSEN- 
GUMI. 
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TO BE | HIDING IN | 
СЕ ==“ А NAGAREYAMA. Е 
НІМ? FOR THE > 2 
зад а ქ 
A PUBLIC THEY SAY. S ша 
BEHEADING. NO FEST : = 
FOR THE 1 NAGARE- E 
WICKED, | УАМА? E 
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JUST 
LOOK АТ 
HIS FACE. 


SCHEDULED TO 
BE BEHEADED, 
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STARES ON AS 
THOUGH IT HAS 
NOTHING TO 
DO WITH HIM. 
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А МАМ 
LIKE YOU 
AT LEAST 
DESERVES 
A PROPER 
HARAKIRI. 


MY 
LEGS 
ARE 
FALLING 
ASLEEP. 
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CALIBER, 
PUT TO THE 


Z< 
РАИ 
ሪጋፖራ ሬያ IE 


АМР NOW 
ГМ ICC 
ВУ А 
ВЕНЕАРЕР? 


KILL МЕ 
АМР ВЕ 
DONE 
WITH IT. 


LIVE OR 
DIE BY THE 
SWORD ANY 
LONGER, THIS 
LIFE HOLDS 
NO INTEREST 


EVERYTHING 
TO THE 
SWORD. 


I CUT, 


І CUT, AND 
CUT TO MY 
HEART'S 
CONTENT. 


THE 
AGE OF 
GUNS 5 
COMING. 


I LEARNED 

THAT MUCH 

FROM THE 
RECENT 
BATTLE. 


WERE 
GOOD 
BACK IN 
KYOTO. 
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YOSHIDA 
RO, 


TOSHIMA 


WARRIOR 
OF CHOSHU 


Жу 


А5К YUKIMURA 


This exclusive Q&A with series creator Makoto Yukimura appears only 
in the U.S. edition of “Vinland Saga.” Future volumes will include them, 
too, so if you have a question you’d like to ask Mr. Yukimura, please send 
it to kodanshacomics@randomhouse.com, or to: 

Kodansha Comics 

451 Park Ave. South, 7th floor 

New York, NY 10016. 


Kodansha Comics: After your success with Planetes, what made you want 
to leave science fiction and write about Vikings instead? 


Makoto Yukimura: 1 decided that the Viking Age and its cultures were 
the most appropriate setting to explore violence, the theme I wanted to 
write about. 


Relative to other manga artists, I don’t get really hung up on genre. 
What’s most important to me 1s how to communicate to the readers 

what I’m trying to say, what I’m trying to draw, in just the right way, 
without any misunderstandings. Certainly it’s easiest to stay motivated 11 
you just turn the motifs you like into manga, but the motifs I like aren’t 
necessarily the best way to express these themes. 


You үе obviously done a lot of research into Norse history and mythology. 
What surprised you most about Viking culture, and do you have a favorite 
Norse myth or tale? 


I forget the source, but the thing that surprised me most was about the 
Vikings’ moral feelings about murder. Around the beginning of my 
research, I read in some book that, of course, they recognized that murder 
15 а sin. But at a feast with drinking, if you killed the man next to you 
while under the influence of alcohol, the sin would be absolved because 
“the alcohol was sitting in the seat.” I felt that a society that had feelings 
like that toward murder yet didn’t collapse was very unique. 
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My favorite tale 15 Heensa-Thorir”s saga | Heensa-Póris saga]. As the name 
indicates, it's the story of a Viking farmer named Hansa-Thorir. One day, 
a local big man named Кеш came to Трогіг and suggested he sell some 
of his hay. But Thorir didn’t want to sell. Thorir, who was born into а 
lower class and had no dependents or ability as a warrior, was despised 
and threatened by everyone living nearby, so no matter whom he sold 

to lt wouldn’t be a good deal for him. But Кейі pressured Thorir, using 
the social norm that he who has should give to those who have not. Кеш 
proposed deal after deal, but Thorir refused. Finally, Ketil said, “I have 
done everything I can to negotiate, but he has obstinately refused.” Using 
that as a justification, he decided to take some of the hay without Thorir’s 
consent. Thorir brought a claim against Ketil for seizing his hay, and the 
story gets complicated, but in the end Ketil was killed. When I read it, 

I realized that Vikings weren’t mere anarchists. If there was something 
they wanted, they didn’t immediately plunder it. In everyday life, they 
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had negotiation procedures based оп norms and laws. And it’s easy for us 
living today to understand those norms and laws. This was the work that 
made me realize that the Vikings were people just like me. It made me see 
that they worried about the same things, fought over the same things, and 
had the same sense 
of right and wrong. 


Do you have any 
message or advice 
for people reading 
the beginning of 
Vinland Saga in 


English for the first 
time? 


A TRUE 
WARRIOR... 


There is a message 
that I believe should 
be communicated 
to people if they 
aren't already aware 
of it. But I’m not 
confident that I can 
explain it In just a 
few sentences. My 
hope 15 that readers 
will understand 

this message 
through my work, 
by experiencing 
what my characters 
experience. 


SEE YOU IN BOOK FOUR, 
COMING JULY 2014! 


2 


Міпіапа Saga volume 3 is a work of fiction. Names, characters, places, and incidents 
are the products of the author’s imagination or are used fictitiously. Any resemblance 
to actual events, locales, or persons, living or dead, is entirely coincidental. 


A Kodansha Comics Trade Paperback Original. 


Vinland Saga volume 3 copyright © 2007, 2008 Makoto Yukimura 
English translation copyright © 2014 Makoto Yukimura 


All rights reserved. 


Published in the United States by Kodansha Comics, an imprint of 
Kodansha USA Publishing, LLC, New York. 


Publication rights for this English edition arranged through 
Kodansha Ltd., Tokyo. 


First published in Japan in 2007 and 2008 by Kodansha Ltd., Tokyo, as 
Vinland Saga, volumes 5 and 6. 


ISBN 978-1-61262-422-8 

Printed in the United States of America. 
www.kodanshacomics.com 
987654321 

Translation: Stephen Paul 

Lettering: Scott O. Brown 

Editing: Ben Applegate 


Kodansha Comics edition cover & ownership tag design: Phil Balsman 


Special thanks to Roderick Dale of the Centre for the Study of the Viking Age at the 
University of Nottingham for his assistance with the production of this book. 
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